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Gates Millennium
Scholarship Winner

average of 3.0. Now, many of you think
that you do not qualify, but this G.P.A
A Few Words to the Class of 2012
doesn‟t require a student to have advanced placement courses. In addition, a
By: Althea Escorce
student must be from a minority backA good life is not always ground and an American citizen or a legal
handed to you. Sometimes you have to permanent resident of the United States.
go after it. From a very young age, I Also, you must be eligible for the Pell
realized that I could use my most Grant. This simply means that you must
negative experiences and turn them demonstrate financial need. Those were
into the sources of my motivation. the qualifications. The nomination, recSome of these experiences included ommendation and essay writing processes
growing up in a low-income house- are required on a specific date in January
hold, watching my friend suffer as she of your graduation year. You have to endied from AIDS and losing my grand- sure that all three elements are completed
father at a very young age. To most before or on this date. The rules for this
people, these are everyday scenarios, scholarship are very stringent, but I bebut these experiences deeply affected lieve that the future senior class is filled
they way I view the world today. To- with many outstanding students who will
day, it is about making more opportu- meet this deadline. All you need to do is
nities for myself. I realized that I find a nominator and recommender who
wanted to help my family and become know about your extracurricular activities
an asset to my community. I also knew and character. The nominator and recomthat a college education was compul- mender will have to do the same for you.
sory. However, like many students After they have completed this process, it
today, I knew that I could not afford is time for filling out your applicant and
college. I also knew that scholarships writing the essays.
were available and one of these scholYour part in this process is critiarships was the Gates Millennium
cal.
You
need to write about seven essays.
Scholarship. This is a full scholarship
The
essays
are basically about your goals,
that will pay for your undergraduate
leadership
activities,
events in your life,
studies and graduate studies at any
community
service
and extracurricular
university or college of your choice.
activities. You can start your writing now
I want to start off by saying by writing about a few events that you
that each student at Germantown High have overcome in your life time. The
School has a special talent within him main important thing is for you to be you.
or her. Whether it is writing lyrics or You should write like you were telling a
studying Physics, you all are gifted story to someone but in a more formal
individuals, and there are scholarships way. These are your goals, your struggles
out there for each one of you. The and your accomplishments. Also, please
Gates Millennium takes endurance, take the essay writing process very sericonfidence and the willingness to re- ously. You can ask for help from our
ceive critique from teachers. I am sure wonderful teachers or the staff in the Stuthat every single Germantown student dent Success Center. Please do not be
possesses these qualities. To be quali- afraid of seeking help. I asked for help
fied for the scholarship one has to be a and the seniors before me asked for help
senior with an unweighted grade point too. If you start the process as early as

possible, I believe you can receive this
scholarship.
After you complete the application process, the committee will notify
you if you have been selected as a finalist. This will be some time in April.
When you are selected, they will require some additional documents such
as your acceptance letters from a post
secondary institution, proof of financial
need and transcript. You should send
these items immediately before the
specified deadlines. Now, it is waiting
time. The committee will respond no
later than May to inform you if you
were chosen as a Gates Millennium
Scholar. With the many brilliant and
proactive students in the future senior
class, I am sure that you will receive
this scholarship once you dedicate yourself to the process.
Lastly, when you have received
it, you still have to maintain the grades
at your respective schools. It requires a
3.0 (B average) or better. You just need
to stay focused and remember that you
worked hard for your college education.
This brings me to my point of making
opportunities for you. It does not matter
if you live in a low-income household
because I have been there. It does not
matter that your parents went to college
or not. It does not matter where you
come from. It all depends on you, and I
know that each of you are gifted. Even
if you do not receive this scholarship,
they are THOUSANDS of scholarships
out there for you. I just want to say that
I am proud of the senior class of 2011.
We have indeed set the example for our
brothers and sisters at Germantown
High School. I believe that the junior
class can achieve all of their dreams. I
believe in you, but you have to believe
and trust in yourself. For this is the only
key to success.

FROM THE ACADEMY LEADER

Communications, Arts,
Business and Technology
Academy Faculty and Staff
Ms. Margaret Mullen-Bavwidinsi,
Principal
Mr. Laurence Dempster, Academy
Assist. Principal
Ms. Elisabeth D‟Alessandro,
Academy Leader
Ms. Patricia Harrell, Academy Leader
Ms. Christina Moresi, Journalism
Teacher and Gazette Editor
Ms. Davis, Math Teacher
Ms. Gorde, Science Teacher
Ms. McKenney, History Teacher
Ms. Braxton, English Teacher
Ms. Basham, English Teacher
Ms. Vaughn, Fine Arts Teacher
Mr. Doe, English Teacher
Mr. Fafara, History Teacher
Mr. Finley, Science Teacher
Mr. Alvarino, Spanish Teacher
Mr. Ogajo, Math Teacher
Ms. Gilbert, Math Teacher
Ms. Miller, Math Teacher
Mr. Markey, English Teacher
Ms. Daniels, Business Teacher
Mr. Fite, Physical Education Teacher
Ms. Calvani, Math Teacher

Mr. Blyweiss- Graphic Arts
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I sit and write the final “From the Academy
Leader” of the 2010-2011 school year with
mixed emotions. I always get a little misty at
this time of year, as we prepare to say goodbye to our graduating Seniors. CABT Seniors
are, unquestionably, THE BEST! The entire
CABT Academy is proud of you and your accomplishments. We truly wish you great success and much happiness in all of your future endeavors.
Juniors, it is time for you to pick up the mantle. It has been a
pleasure to watch you mature from the children you were when you entered in Freshman year to the lovely young men and young women that
you are now. We expect great things from you next year!
Sophomores, it‟s time to settle down and begin thinking seriously
about college and career choices. In the immortal words of the Brady
Bunch – “When it's time to change, you've got to rearrange who you are
into what you're gonna be” (Sha-na-na-na-na-na-na-na-na).
We all know of the great changes coming to Germantown High
School next year. Change is difficult and often stressful, but it can also be
positive and can lead to great things. The future is what we make it.
Continue on page 3

FROM THE ACADEMY ADMINISTRATOR
As we continue through the second half of
this school year, I just want to remind our
students of a few things:
Maintain your academic focus until June.
Arrive to school on time (7:30 am) for your
1st period class. Attendance is a very important part of your responsibility as a student
at Germantown High School.
Trizzies are distributed every morning at the upper school scan
from 7am – 7:30am, Monday through Friday.
Only those students who have written documented evidence in the form
of a note (from your parent/guardian with the date and working phone
number), medical excuse from the hospital or doctor‟s office, court appearance papers, or an excused late pass from the scan will be acceptable.
If you are having issues of any kind, please see your counselor, Ms.
Dixon for assistance.
Your Academy Leadership Team of Ms. D‟Alessandro (Rm. 376), Ms.
Harrell (Rm. 373), Ms. Dixon (Rm. 231), and myself (Main Office) are
here to provide with the support that you need to be successful for this
school year. Don‟t hesitate to call on us for help!
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Grizzlies in the News
“Whiz Kid: Alana Gooden, Finalist in National Rap Contest”
CABT Senior Alana Gooden was featured as Mt. Airy Patch‟s Wiz Kid for the week of
March 16. Gooden was feature for her participation in the Get Schooled‟s Get Motivated
Challenge. According to the Get Schooled Website, the winner could be featured on the
BET show 106th and Park and could meet Def Jam executives Russell Simmons and
Kevin Liles. Visit www.getschooled.com to watch Gooden‟s video and mtairy.patch.com
to view the full article.

“Germantown students find opportunities
for success”
Germantown High School was Featured in the Philadelphia Tribune February
2011.
“This year, Health and Science academy students got the chance to work with
Drexel medical students. Students in the Culinary Arts program staff a school café, where they work as
chefs, servers and cashiers and students in the Advertising Arts program create movie posters, cd covers
and self-portraits.” Visit www.phillytrib.com to read the full article.

“Leader” Continued from page 2

You have the opportunity to show the
world what promise Germantown High
School holds. The future of the Germantown High School Promise Academy is in your hands. What will you
make of it?
I am so incredibly proud and
honored to have been privileged to be
your Academy Leader. Staff and students, CABT has achieved so much in
the past few years because of your hard
work and dedication. I could not have
asked for a finer team. Thank you.
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The Road goes ever on and on
Down from the door where it began.
Now far ahead the Road has gone,
And I must follow, if I can,
Pursuing it with eager feet,
Until it joins some larger way
Where many paths and errands meet.
And whither then? I cannot say.
JRR Tolkien
Best wishes to everyone whose
Road is leading them away from Germantown High School. I hope you are
able to look back upon this part of your
journey with fondness. Thank you all for
making CABT THE BEST!
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Germantown High School, Promise Academy
By Ebony Geddis, Jasmine Gaddy, and Anjala Phillips with contributions by Jahneya Mitchell, Valeria Montgomery, Alexus
Gaines and Thomas Bosque

Students and teachers received news Jan. 25 that Germantown High School will become a
Promise Academy beginning in the
2011-2012 school year.
Last year, Germantown was
listed a group in the pool of Renaissance eligible schools. Although
Germantown was not chosen, it was
considered to be on “Renaissance
Alert.” In a press release by The
School District of Philadelphia,
Germantown was identified as a
„Traditional‟ Promise Academy
along with FitzSimons and West
Philadelphia high schools. Martin
Luther King High School will become a Renaissance Charter School.
Germantown was selected
as one of 18 schools to participate
in Year II of the Renaissance
Schools Initiative based on the
School Performance Index (SPI)
scores, dropout rates, Adequate
Yearly Progress (AYP) and Empowerment School supports utilized, according to the Renaissance
Schools Initiative Year II Fact
Sheet. Contextual factors such as
school climate, feeder patterns and
neighborhood characteristics were
also examined.

port from parents, community parthowever, I believe this
ners, and local stake holders.”
change will help us to continue to
The “Frequently Ask Ques- head in a positive direction.”
tions” included with the letters stated
that current students are guaranteed
enrollment, but there will be substantial changes to Germantown next
year. These changes include a longer
school day and school year, new student enrichment programs during and
after school and other changes to the
school‟s academic program as well
staffing.

Graphic Design Teacher
Adam Blyweiss anticipates returning
to Germantown because of the
School District‟s interest in adding
career and technical education programs to its curricula, such as
Graphic Design. Bylweiss, who is
building his curriculum around Germantown‟s students said, “I hope
students will welcome a different

“One of the biggest changes will
be the loss of many of the teachers. In
this school, more then others I have
worked in, there are very strong bonds
between the teachers and students,”
said Kurt Schmel, Dean of Students
and Philadelphia Federation Teacher
(PFT)
Building
Representative.
“These relationships may be broken
as a result of the faculty shuffling.
This can cause short-term harm to
many of our students.”

change because of an extra
hour per day, that will only change
with time working with the students
to get them adequately prepared,
which is what we have already been
doing.”

Blyweiss said that he is unsure if the Promise Academy Model
will work. “While the idea of restructuring schools for better performance is always a good one, it's
too soon to tell if it's worked so far at
Sophomore Alexis Neil ex- other schools in Philadelphia, or if it
pressed similar concerns. She said she will work here at GHS.”
would not be comfortable around new
Palmer, however, had a positeachers. Although she would prefer tive outlook on the change. “I benot to attend Germantown next year, lieve all schools need to change their
she said, “I don‟t have a choice but to schedules and curriculum,” she said.
come to Germantown, it‟s my “School must be all year round, we
Students and teachers re- neighborhood school.”
are no longer farmers, why follow
ceived notice of this change in form
Many students expressed in- such an outdated schedule. We
letters from Superintendant Arlene terest in transferring schools because should get breaks all throughout the
Ackerman. According to these let- Germantown is becoming a Promise year and go all year long.”
ters, The Renaissance Schools Ini- Academy, however, most teachers
Palmer also stated that there
tiative is part of the School District prefer to stay. Schmel, as well as
of Philadelphia‟s strategic plan, Erika Palmer, Keystone Academy are a lot of teachers trying to bring
Imagine 2014 and “is an effort to English teacher, said they are consid- about change, but that alone is not
enough. “We all as a community
transform our most struggling ering reapplying for their teaching
must work for change,” she said.
schools
into
high-performing positions.
“Promise” continued on pg 7
schools with participation and supTHE GRIZZLY GAZETTE
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Grizzlies Speak
Promise Academy is a positive change
By Keith Johnson

Promise Academy, what are they
promising?
By Keith Meredith
Promise Academy, what are they promising?
Better education, for every student to graduate? I
think this Promise Academy is promising havoc.
Students will be dropping out, so the dropout rate
would drastically increase, and the cuts in school
will sky rocket. I wonder if the head of the
School District who decided to do this bombastic
decision thought of the consequences of their
decision and how it will affect the teachers, staff,
students, and parents. It seems, I guess, they only
do what‟s best for all. Or is it for the money?
Eighteen schools did not make AYP. I‟m a senior in high school, so I will not be in high school
next year when this Academy takes affect, but I
find it not to be well thought out or necessary. I
feel that if you want to really make a change,
take the students that are serious about their education from the so called “bad schools” and give
them their own school to learn better in like Mastermen, Central and Lower Merion and work up
from there. To just decide to change schools out
of nowhere is completely unfair to the students,
staff, and parents.
I understand that you want to better educate
students, but did you even stop to ask them how
they would feel about this or even give them a
year or two to improve? Change doesn‟t happen
overnight you know? You have to give things
time to better themselves.
If you want to truly keep kids better educate
and stay in school think about them and ask them
how they feel about this Promise Academy and
what can they do to help better educate themselves so they won‟t have to face this extended
year and weekends of a regular full school day.
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Promise Academy is beneficial for Germantown High School
because there is a low level of discipline in public schools and
Germantown High School is one of the schools. Promise Academies use more structured discipline than regular public schools,
which will reduce fighting, drugs, and sexual activities on school
grounds.
Promise Academy Model is beneficial to Germantown is because of the uniform policy. The students who attend school at
Germantown do not always wear uniform which means students
and adults that do not attend or work at Germantown can come in
and administration would not know the difference. The uniforms
are excellent because wearing school uniform means that less fortunate students cannot get judged by what they wear.
According the Constitution Right Foundation‟s article, The
Challenge of School Violence, “a study by the U.S. Department of
Education suggests, school uniforms can help reduce theft, violence, and the negative effects of peer pressure caused when some
students come to school wearing designer clothing and expensive
sneakers. A uniform code also prevents gang members from wearing colors and insignia that could cause trouble and helps school
officials recognize intruders who do not belong on campus.”
At a Promise Academy the uniform is very formal and mandatory. According to the Promise Academy‟ Policies and Procedure,
students must wear Navy blue blazers or sweater vest with the
Promise Academy logo. For girls, they must wear tan jumpers,
skirts or pants with a blouse and blue cross tie. Boys must wear tan
dress pants with a white dress shirt and blue tie. All students‟
shoes are either black or brown.
Promise Academy will give students a high-quality, wellrounded education. According to the Harlem Children‟s Zone‟s
website, “schools have assembled talented, loving staffs that create
safe, enriching environments where children know they are cared
about and that there are high expectations of them.” The Promise
Academies were founded the Harlem Children Zone which receive
money for supplies such as paper, pencils, math utensils, and
more.
In some of these public schools it is dirty, there are graffiti
markings all over and the bathrooms are disturbing. For example,
there is pee all over the seats and floors, it smells and unsanitary.
In a promise academy not only do they teach school smarts but
they also teach you how to carry yourself so you won‟t make your
bathrooms look like that or if there is trash you‟ll pick it up.
It is clear that the Promise Academy is beneficial to Germantown, because next year in Germantown the students won‟t have to
worry about being teased because of what they wear because everyone must wear the same uniform. Students will also be disciplined.
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Positive expression through the art of words
By Tyneisha Etoria
At Germantown High School, poetry club gives students the opportunity
to write and perform their poetry.
Created by English teacher and Poetry Club adviser Caitlin Miner, the
poetry club enables students “to write
about all different topics that students
are interested in,” Miner said.
“We write a lot about social issues that
students see in the community and issue that impact our students' lives,” she
said.
Poet Victor Jackson said that in
the beginning of poetry club “was a
few kids everyday focusing on writing
skills so we can go to a café called Infusion.”
Jackson said he writes about
“anything I‟m feeling and some things I
feel that‟s not
said.”
Poet Alana Gooden said she
writes about life, things she been
through, and things she see. “I write in
my brother memory he was killed in a
car crash,” she said.
Miner said the events they attend
are “the youth night at the Rotunda on
the third Saturday of the month, Philly
Youth Poetry Movement (PYPM)
workshop Saturdays at Science Leadership Academies and Slam meets as part
of the PYPM Philly Youth Slam
League.”
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“We just won our first slam meet,”
she said. “We competed against Central, Overbrook, Science Leadership
Academies, Constitution, and Plymouth
Whitemarsh.”
“Through PYPM, Victor and Alana
are competing for a spot on the 2011
Philly Youth Slam Team that ill go on
to compete in the Brave New Voices
International Poetry Competition, as
seen on HBO,” Miner said. “Alana and
Victior have done numerous performances at schools, universities and local
events.”

“I write in
my brother
memory he
was killed
in a car
“The only time I am nerves is when
I perform in front of people
that I want
crash,”
Poet
to hear my message like friends, famAlana
ily, classmates and teachers,‟‟
Jackson
said.
Gooden
The excitement that students get
said.
when they are on stage and the
pride of
performing their personal pieces are
only the few benefits this class provide
to students.
Gooden said the club benefited her
because it gives her the ability to reach
out to the younger kids in her school
and show them that they have potential.”
“I feel like it impacts the community in a positive way and it gives kids
something to do to stay off the streets,”
she said.
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Germantown’s Gay-Straight Alliance (ALLY)
By Anjala Phillips

The Gay-Straight Alliance (ALLY) is
an after school program that supports
students of different sexual orientations. ALLY meets every Thursday
from 2:34-3:30 in room 205. At
meetings, members share experiences, feelings and thoughts and promote positive momentum.

tions about the ALLY or questions
you feel need to be answered by one
of the teachers, please don‟t be
afraid to come talk.

Things are private at the
meetings, if the people outside the
program want to know who‟s in the
program, come see for yourself. But
ALLY was originally started the truth is you won‟t know who‟s
a couple of years ago but ended when straight or not, it‟s a Gay-Straight
the adviser left Germantown. In
program,”
2009, Science Teacher Michael JohnALLY advisers agreed that
son restarted the program along with bullying exist at Germantown, but
English Teacher Trisha Eccleston,
Johnson said it has improved from
Spanish Teacher Eleanor Boli and
last year. Although bullying has decounselors Angela Hannan and
clined, it is still a major concern for
Charles Moore.
staff and students.
“It‟s open for everyone to
“If the problem of bullying comes to
come and join or just to come and
me, I would want to talk to you to
talk,” Boli said. “If there is any ques- understand the problem; I would
“Promise” Continued from pg 4

Community, alumni and parent partnerships are currently a working part of Germantown. Community involvement as part of the Promise Academy Model will come in the
form of a School Advisory Council (SAC), according to the
Renaissance Schools Initiative Year II Fact Sheet.
Members of the SAC will involve the larger school
community and include parents, high school students (where
applicable), area residents, school alumni, local businesses,
representatives from faith-based/community-based organizations, members of the local university community, and representatives from offices of locally elected officials. The SAC
will provide support to the principals and the school leadership teams as they implement their respective new designs.
In a statement from the Mayor's Office of Education,
Policy Assistant Ami Patel, said, “The GHS community
should view this as an exciting opportunity. Through this
Initiative, the community will be able to provide input
through the School Advisory Councils.
The Promise Academy Model also means more resources for the students at GHS, such as a College and Career
Exploration component added to the school curriculum.
These resources will help prepare you for high school
graduation and college completion".
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work with you and find a solution,
and a way to approach the problem,”
Johnson said.
If any student feels bullied by peers
or even teachers or staff, ALLY can
provide help and support, Eccleston
said. ALLY advisers said they will
contact the administration if teachers or staff are the concern and then
approach the problem.
ALLY focuses on positive actions,
Boli said. The members come together and try to make everyone
comfortable and show warmth.
Advisors and members agreed that
there can be a supportive backbone
for the students with a different sexual orientation, and the Gay Straight
Alliance program is that.

Currently the Promise Academy Model is being
implemented throughout the School District. In Roberts
Vaux and University City high schools, students and faculty have been working under the model for nearly five
months.
University City‟s principal, Tim Stults, said students and faculty are supportive of this model. “We are
seeing results and improvements both in the level of instruction in the building and the level of learning on the
part of our students,” he stated in an email. “While there
has been initial resistance about the longer school day and
some of the structures, the bottom line is that student attendance has improved, discipline and climate issues have
improved, and students are looking to transfer to our
building.”
Despite the positive progress at University City,
there are many questions left unanswered at Germantown.
Superintendent Arlene Ackerman and Germantown High School Principal Margaret Mullen-Bavwidinsi,
along with Germantown‟s assistant principals did not respond to emails or requests for interviews regarding Germantown Promise Academy. The staff at the Promise
Academy Office were unable to comment.
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Evolution of a Quest
By Ms. D'Alessandro
Germantown High School,
Germantown Friends School, and
Historic Germantown recently collaborated on Fest for the Quest, a
project to commemorate 1928‟s Negro Achievement Week. Key figures
of the Harlem Renaissance came to
Germantown in 1928 to celebrate
African-American achievements in
the arts and literature.
Who knew –
years ago when the
Germantown High
School staff travelled
to Cliveden of the National Trust for an afternoon professional
development session –
that such a productive
and lasting partnership
would be born? We
listened as Executive
Director David Young
spoke passionately,
both about history and about Cliveden‟s desire to connect with students
and the community at large. David
encouraged us to return, and welcomed student involvement at Cliveden.
David and I met over the
Summer, and we decided that our
first project would be the retelling of
Charity Castle‟s story. Charity was a
slave held at the Chew Mansion
(Cliveden) who was the center of a
great controversy. Students in Ms.
McKenney‟s classes learned about
Charity Castle and filmed her story.
David mentioned the 1928 Negro
Achievement Week activities during
that meeting, but we decided to test
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the waters with a smaller project.
You can view the Charity Castle
story at http://vimeo.com/9741087.
The Charity Castle collaboration, which also included Élan Gepner and Building Blocks, was so successful that we decided to try a more
involved project the following year.
Historic Germantown (a re-branding
of the consortium of 14
historic sites in Germantown, representing a new
interpretive plan for the
sites) had received grant
money from the Pew Center for Arts and Heritage
to fund their Germantown
Works project. Germantown High School was
named as a specific partner in the grant. We decided to launch Germantown Speaks – a community oral history project –
in conjunction with Historic Germantown, the Neighborhood Interfaith Movement, and Partners for
Sacred Places. Students interviewed
the elders of the community about
what life was like in Germantown
through the years. You can view
Germantown Speaks at
www.freedomsbackyard,com/
speaks.asp.
We had again considered Negro Achievement Week, but had
again decided on a different project.
I mentioned Negro Achievement
Week to our new Principal, Ms.
Mullen, as a possible future project.
She was interested in the idea, but
also agreed that the timing was not
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The Week of April 11, 2011 had many tie-ins to the Week of April 15, 1928.
Negro Achievement Week

Fest for the Quest

Artwork displayed in storefronts on Germantown
Avenue.

Art display the Lucien Crump Art Gallery on Germantown Avenue.

Choir Concert

Meetings were held at the Germantown Public
Library (now Center in the Park)

Choir Concert
Lift Ev‟ry Voice sung to commemorate James
Weldon Johnson
Dennis W. Creedon, Director of Comprehensive Arts
Education for the School District of Philadelphia,
spoke
Richard Wade, Germantown Friends School Head of
School, spoke
The choirs performed spirituals to commemorate
Harry T. Burleigh
A Germantown Speaks session was held at Center in
the Park

A Band concert was held

A Jazz Band concert was held

James Weldon Johnson spoke
Alan Freelon, Assistant Director of Art Education
for the School District of Philadelphia, spoke
Stanley Yarnall, Germantown Friends School
Head of School, spoke
Harry T. Burleigh presented a concert

Occurred during the Harlem Renaissance
Activities were held in Vernon Park
Activities were held at Germantown Friends
School
quite right.
The overwhelming success of Germantown
Speaks gave us all the confidence to take on Negro
Achievement Week this school year. The staff
again visited Cliveden, and we were again captivated by David‟s passion for this project. We
formed a NAW committee and invited our
neighbors, Germantown Friends School, to collaborate with us.
Negro Achievement Week was rebranded as
the Fest for the Quest. The Quest refers to James
Weldon Johnson‟s quote, “You are young, gifted,
and Black. We must begin to tell our young, There's
a world waiting for you, Yours is the quest that's
just begun.”
Students presented three evenings of performances. A choral concert was held at Germantown High School on April 14. The Finale – combined choirs and audience singing James Weldon
Johnson‟s Lift Ev’ry Voice – was a very moving
V OL U ME
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Students presented projects about the Harlem Renaissance
The Great Day on the Great Road Festival was held
in Vernon Park
A concert was held at Germantown Friends School
experience. A dance recital was held at Germantown
High School on April 15. The program was fast-paced,
colorful, and a pleasure for all who attended. The Fest
concluded with a jazz concert at Germantown Friends
School on April 16. The Middle School Jazz Band stole
the show with their spirited performance.
The Fest for the Quest could not have happened
without the whole-hearted support of the Administrators
of both schools, Germantown High School Principal
Margaret Mullen and Germantown Friends Head of
School Richard Wade. We thank them for recognizing
the significance of this activity.
Fest for the Quest commemorated Germantown‟s past, celebrated our present, and helped to create
our future. We hope that this historic collaboration
among three Germantown institutions – Germantown
High School, Germantown Friends School, and Historic
Germantown – is the first of many. Let‟s not wait another 83 years to celebrate the incredible community
that is Germantown!
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CAREER AND TECH AT GERMANTTOWN
MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS!
By Ms. Harrell
Ms. Harrell's Business
Technology class participated in an entrepreneurship workshop sponsored
by "The Business Center"
taught by Ms. Kendall
Hayes.

Far L: Ms.
Hayes teacher
Ms. Harrell's
Business
Class Top and
bottom: Students participate in discussion

The students are competing in the "Technology
Symposiu m Bu siness
Competition" held at Temple University. GOOD
LUCK GUYS.

CAREER AND TECHNICAL ARTS
SALUTES

Students for Ms.
Daniels and Mr.
Alvarino are working on the 2011
Capitol Hill Stock
M a r k et
G a me
Challenge. They
are representing
PA-Chakah Fattah.
Out of 172 teams
they rank consistently
in
the
TOP 15%.
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GERMANTOWN SENIORS
2011
Do what you
love.
Love the what
you do.
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“WE LOVE WHAT WE DO, WE DO WHAT WE LOVE”
Student Technology Essay Contest Winner &
Microsoft Certified Application Specialist
The key objective of the Darrick Bernard Clark Foundation is to encourage and
promote creative uses of technology
among students through essays.
Anggieanne Keir came in 4 th
place, winning a High Definition
Digital Video Camera. Her winning essay was “A Teacher whom
she admires (Ms. Harrell) that has
effectively integrated technology
into the classroom.”
Anggieanne is also the first
sophomore student this year to receive the Microsoft Certified Application Specialist Award for Microsoft Word.

Student Art at Crump Gallery
Germantown's CTE Commercial & Advertising Art classes participated in their first public display of
creative works at Fest for the Quest! An exhibit of student works from Germantown High and Germantown Friends was on display from April 11 to 16 at Crump Gallery, 6378 Germantown Avenue.
The graphic design students who participated in the inaugural show were Ebone Bryantt, Tyneisha
Etoria, Oyinkansola Adekitan, Mujaffa Furbert, Avian Gilmore, Raymond Scott, David Johnson, Jasmine Simpson, and Britaney Yates.
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Success Through The Arts
Fine Arts
By Ms. Vaughn
Congratulations to all of the Germantown High School students who
excelled in Visual Arts this year.
Young artists were able to explore in
depth painting techniques and manipulate paper into beautiful three
dimensional paper sculptures. The
art students participated in the
"Young Artist" art show at the Philadelphia School Board of Education
and the "Black Renaissance" celebration.

Graphic Arts and Design
By Mr. Blyweiss
During this first year of Germantown's Commercial & Advertising Art program, students were
introduced to the foundations of art and graphic
design. With this background, they were taught
tools and techniques enabling them to execute
work relevant to their lives in creative and professional contexts.
More than 50 graphic design students used
Adobe Creative Suite software, high-end Macintosh computers, and traditional production methods to complete projects ranging from collages
and murals to magazines and playing cards.
Classes were also prepared to explore multimedia
development including video editing and game
design.
This academic year the program, part of district-wide Career and Technical Education (CTE)
curriculum tracks, made its first connections with
the community at large. The classes and the afterschool Bear Design Group worked on projects
from paying clients, kickstarting the program's
THE GRIZZLY GAZETTE

Joyce Smith Povlot
Memorial Award
Mariejeanne Haba won the
Joyce Smith Povlot Memorial Award for her mixedmedia bird piece (left) at
the district-wide Young
Artist-2011 student exhibition. The 2011 showcase
theme was “Exploring
Creativity, I magination
And Innovation in Art Education,” and featured exemplary pieces from students throughout the district in a wide variety of
media.
long-range goal of becoming a profit center for Germantown.
Students also entered design contests and competitions, and made their first public exhibition of work during Fest for the Quest in April. Participation in a school
art show and the school district's Film and Media Festival were planned as well.
Watch for more contributions from our graphic design students around Germantown's halls, the district,
and the region.
Left: “Edit”
by Raymond
Scott; Bottom page
11: Display
of Germantown
High
School‟s
CTE Commercial &
Advertising
Art classes
work.
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Success Through The Arts
Performing Arts
By Ms. Farris
Students in Mrs. Farris dance class
have been practicing for spring concert and some have had the opportunity to participate in a dance residency with Leah Stein Dance Company.

Culinary Arts

Top of page: Ms. Farris‟ dance class; Bottom Left: Stephen Montgomery pours water into pot; Center: Anjarae Cottman prepares chocolate
chip cookies for baking; Right: Yasir Hardy cuts brownies and wraps
them for sale.
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People, Places & Things You Should Know
Academy Leader: Miss D‟Alessandro
Counselor: Ms. Dixon, Room 211

Advisers:

Student Health
Center

Book 364 Calvani

Room 321

Room 131
Nurses are available for emergencies, referrals, health screenings and
health information from 9:30 a.m.10:30 a.m. and 11:30a.m. -1:00 p.m.

Book 160 Davis

Room 272

Book 260 Doe

Room 276

Book 161 Gorde

Room 301

Book 261 Fafara

Room 270

Book 162 McKenney Room 375

Book 262 Finley

Room 309

Book 263 Alvarino

Room 274

Book 264 Ogajo

Room 273

Book 163 Braxton

Room 370

Book 164 Basham

Room 277

Book 165 Vaughn

Room 374

Book 166 Doszpoly

Room 372

Book 265 Gilbert

Room 278

Book 362 Daniels

Room 208

Book 360 Miller

Room 213

Book 363 Fite

Room 120

Book 361 Markey

Room 271

ALL STUDENTS MUST HAVE A
YELLOW PASS SIGNED BY
THEIR CLASSROOM
TEACHER
Ms. Smith, RN, CSN, MSN Monday-Friday
Ms. Goeins, RNC, MSE, CCDP
Mon., Wed., Fri.

Student Success Center
Title

Name

Phone Number

School
Ext

Post Secondary Coordinator

Miriam Collins

(215)- 951-4148

143

Career Coordinator
Social Work Connection
Mentoring

Alan Parker
Denise Lowe
Diane Datcher

(215)- 951-4192
(215)-951-4511
(215)-951-4511

142
424
145

Michael Showell
Shavon Williams
Drug / Alcohol Specialist
(SSC) Program Manager
PA Advisor
College Access Coordinator

TBA
Felix Carrasquillo
Heather Wilson
Dionne Easton

(215)-951-4511
(215)-951-4040
(215)-776-4360
N/A

141
140
175
175

Integrated Services Coordinator

Harold Edwards

N/A

175

Room 175

Student Success Center

(Main Office)

School Ext: 175

*All of the titles listed above work out of the SSC
Main Office
Room 174

Student Success Center
(Computer Lab /
Study Hall)

THE GRIZZLY GAZETTE

School Ext: 174

The Clipper
Available online now!
“Germantown Clipper,”
click on the link “The ClipperGermantown High School,” then the “Ata-Glance” tab.

To Be the Best, Join the Best!
If you are interested in joining the
Communications Academy or becoming a business or community
partner, please contact Miss D‟Alessandro at 215.951.4004.
journalism  photography  playwriting
graphic design art  design
instrumental music  mass media
broadcasting  creative writing
poetry  drama  psychology
school store dance & more

Students, faculty, staff, alumni, family and
friends of Germantown High School can
read news, features,
sports, and opinions
written by Germantown students.

Health Resource Center
(HRC)
Get all the answers to your questions!!!!
Health Education
Birth Control Counseling
Abstinence Counseling
Classroom Support
Free Safer Sex Supplies
...and much more!!!
Ms. Angie can be seen in the Library
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays 4th –
9th period.
You can also call Ms. Angie at 215.823.9812

For more Communications Academy
information, events, etc. visit our Website at
http://sites.google.com/site/gtowncom
munications/

Grizzlies at
Their Best
Communicating Through Art
The Negro Speaks of Rivers
By Anjala Phillips, A Model of Langston Hughes

I‟ve known rivers
I‟ve known rivers and it‟s many directions, choices,
of it‟s exposure
My soul has grown deep like the rivers.
I bathed in the pain, love and rejoice of my mother‟s
heart
I built my live on the idea of freedom from the harsh
black on black crime
I looked upon school as my way out
I hear the singing of a bird before it was shot down
to its death, and I‟ve seen the way people can love
and hate.
All the love and hate in the world makes you think
of nothing else
I‟ve known rivers and it‟s many directions and I
hope my choice is the right one.
My soul has flowed along like the rivers for so long.
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